
Name Details 

ROGER WATSON Roger is Aberdonian by birth and having graduated 
from the Universities of Edinburgh and Sheffield, he 
entered nursing studies in London, before returning 
to  the University of Edinburgh for academic nursing. 
After becoming the first Professor of Nursing at 
Dublin City University, Roger returned to the UK to 
become the Chair of Nursing at the University of Hull 
in 1999, the Chair of Nursing at the University of 
Sheffield in 2005 and Professor of Nursing at the 
University of Hull in 2012. Since 2012 he has been 
Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Advanced Nursing. In 
2007 Professor Watson became the first UK nurse 
elected Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing 
and in 2009 was awarded a Fellowship of the Royal 
College of Nursing in the UK. 

Roger Watson holds the following positions: 
 
Honorary Professor, Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
Professor, University of Western Sydney 
Honorary Professor, University of Stirling 
 
Roger Watson holds the following honours: 
 
FRSA. FSB, FHEA, FEANS, FFNMRCSI, FRCN, FAAAN  

ROBIN HENDERSON Robin completed his first class Materials and 
Engineering degree from the University of Newcastle 
upon Tyne in 1994 before moving to Aberdeen 
University where he completed a PhD in materials 
engineering in 1997. 
 
Staying within university research, Robin  worked on 
industrially-focused projects that were closely linked 
with the manufacturing industry for 2 years. In 1999 
Robin was appointed as an engineering lecturer at 
Aberdeen University where he discovered a passion 
for teaching and during 4 years as a lecturer he 
developed new courses in Engineering design, Project 
and Engineering Management. 
 
During his time as a lecturer he also ran a consultancy 
operation within the university, delivering 
consultancy projects to over 20 SME’s within 
Scotland. In 2003 Robin left the engineering 
department to take up a part time post in staff 
development at the University of Aberdeen where his 
worked was focused on enhancing the quality of 
teaching within the organisation.    

Biographies/Blurbs of speakers for  

“The PhD Journey 2012”  
 



In 2004 Robin left the university and started working 
full time as a consultant. He completed an MBA at the 
Open University in 2005, completed a NLP Master 
Practitioner Training in 2007 , and is a Chartered 
Engineer.  Robin is also a qualified FIRO Element B 
and MBTI practitioner.  

Robin founded MY consultants in 2002. 

ROBIN DUNBAR Robin is Professor of Evolutionary Anthropology at 
Oxford University and author of such provocative and 
illuminating titles as The Trouble with Science and 
How Many Friends Does One Person Need?  

Robin Dunbar read Psychology and Philosophy (PPP) 
at Magdalen College, Oxford University (1966-
1969), and afterwards studied for a PhD in 
Behavioural Ecology in the Psychology Department at 
Bristol University (1970-1973). After a period as a 
postdoc working on primate behavioural ecology, he 
was awarded an SERC (now BBSRC) University 
Research Fellowship, which he held in the Zoology 
Department, Cambridge University (1977-1982). 

he held a docent post in the Institute of Zoology, 
Stockholm University (1984), and a Research 
Fellowship in the Zoology Department, University of 
Liverpool (1985-1987), before taking up a lecturership 
and later a Chair in the Department of Anthropology, 
University College London (1987-1994). He then held 
chairs in the Psychology Department (1994-1998) and 
the School of Biology (1998-2007) at the University of 
Liverpool, before returning to Oxford as Professor of 
Evolutionary Anthropology in the School of 
Anthropology (2007-2012). 

He was Co-Director of the British Academy’s 
Centenary Research Project “Lucy to Language: The 
Archaeology of the Social Brain” (2003-2010). He was 
elected a Fellow of the Psychology Section of the 
British Academy in 1998. 

 

SUE BLACK (keynote and workshop) Prof S M Black OBE BSc PhD DSc FRSE FRAI HFRCPSG 

Centre for Anatomy and Human Identification, 
University of Dundee.  

Professor Sue Black is Director of the Centre for 
Anatomy and Human Identification at the University 
of Dundee.  She is a founder and director of the 
Centre for International Forensic Assistance (CIFA), 
founder and past President of the British Association 



for Human Identification and advisor to the Home 
Office and Interpol on issues pertaining to forensic 
anthropology in disaster victim identification (DVI).  
She is President of the Association for Science 
Education (Scotland).  She is a fellow of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh, a Fellow of the Royal 
Anthropological Institute and an honorary Fellow of 
the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Glasgow.  She was awarded an OBE in 2001 for her 
services to forensic anthropology in Kosovo, the Lucy 
Mair medal for humanitarian services and a police 
commendation in 2008. 

 

MAITLAND MACKIE Dr Maitland Mackie graduated with a BSc in 
Agriculture from the University of Aberdeen in 1958 
and MA Hons Economics in 1971. He was chairman of 
the Aberdeen Students’ Charities Campaign during his 
time at University.  Dr Mackie is Chairman of Mackie’s 
of Scotland, a family owned ice cream dairy, which 
also makes crisps.  He was awarded an honorary 
Doctor of Laws degree in 1996. Dr Mackie is an 
advocate of renewable energy and was a member of 
the University Court, to which he was elected by 
former students. In March 2012, Maitland was 
installed as the University of Aberdeen’s rector . 

Colette Jones Colette is an applied researcher and manager with 25 
years experience across academic disciplines of 
health, agriculture, nutrition and social science 
including: evaluations of public health interventions 
encompassing programme, project and whole 
organisations; gender, participation, employment, 
exclusion, youth, pregnancy, access to services; 
empirical and action research on sexual behaviour; 
and community research on mental health of asylum 
seekers, interdisciplinary research on rural risk of E. 
coli O157 in Grampian and Wales; mode of delivery 
after caesarean section; invasive pests in European 
forests and fee exemption in maternal health care 
systems. 

From the start of her career working at the Institute 
of Physiology in Cambridge on milk production in 
goats and guinea pigs Colette has recognised the need 
for researchers to communicate honestly and 
effectively with a wide audience. And for this 
communication to be a two-way process- that is 
scientists should distinguish the contribution that 
political and public understanding and values make to 



research. 

Colette studied Animal Sciences at University of 
London; gained her PhD at the University of Bristol 
Veterinary School; studied Environmental Control and 
Public Health at the Open University and Landscape 
Construction at Meyerscough College, Lancashire. 

Colette has been a researcher at the University of 
Aberdeen since 2007 when she moved up from 
Oxfordshire where she was Research Manager for the 
national charity YWCA England & Wales. Her interest 
in research for campaigning and policy change was 
kindled while working at the British Heart Foundation 
Health Research Group in the Department of Public 
Health and Primary Care, University of Oxford. Prior 
to this move into public health intervention Colette 
was tenders manager and estimator in grounds 
maintenance for The Landscape Group Ltd, 
Continental Landscapes Ltd and Glendale Industries, 
Preston Lancashire. She also worked as Research 
Facilitator for Health Services Research in Lancaster, 
was Director of the Gambia Food and Nutrition Assoc 
(GAFNA); a Scientist, at the MRC Dunn Nutrition 
Cambridge and The Gambia, West Africa and 
Research and Training Officer for the Ministry of 
Agriculture Tanzania. 

Colette has also worked as a media fellow with the 
Scotsman newspaper. Colette will be joined by 
Georgina Maffey (see below) 

Georgina (Gina) Maffey Gina Maffey is an interdisciplinary PhD research 
student with dot.rural at the University of Aberdeen. 
dot.rural is a department that looks at the use of 
digital technology in rural areas. Gina's PhD looks 
specifically at the use of technology in deer 
management throughout Scotland.  

Gina studied Zoology at Leeds, before moving to 
Aberdeen to complete an MRes in Ecology and 
Environmental Sustainability. Her masters thesis topic 
in the use of deer management to control tick 
numbers opened up a whole area of intriguing 
research and this interest continues throughout her 
PhD. 

As well studying Gina is a keen advocate of science 
communication and has been involved as a co-editor 
of Au Science Magazine since it was founded. She also 
came runner up in the British Science Association 
'Prove it in 30' competition and has just completed a 



British Science Association media fellowship 
placement with BBC Countryfile. 

Jasper Kenter Jasper Kenter is an interdisciplinary researcher in 
ecological economics specialising in participatory 
methods for valuing nature. His PhD focuses on 
linking economic valuation of nature with systems 
modelling, using case studies from Scotland and the 
Solomon Islands in the South Pacific. He started his 
PhD at the University of Aberdeen in 2010, but he has 
already acquired over £250,000 in funding for two 
research projects that he is leading, on uptake of 
nature valuation evidence in decision-making (for 
NERC) and assessment of shared and cultural values 
of nature (for the National Ecosystem Assessment). 
His ongoing sustainability research in the Solomon 
Islands has also been awarded with prizes from the 
Society for Conservation Biology and the European 
Society for Ecological Economics (ESEE), and he has 
also recently been elected as ESEE board member. 
Jasper teaches as a guest lecturer on the Sustainable 
Development program at St Andrews University and 
as postgraduate convenor for the College of Life 
Sciences and Medicine he sits on Aberdeen University 
Senate. 
 

Lesley Hetherington Director of Entrepreneurship and Enterprise Skills 
Previously with the Hunter Centre for 
Entrepreneurship as Teaching fellow for 10 years, 
Lesley had two specialist areas; personal effectiveness 
and entrepreneurship for engineers and scientists. 
Lesley has worked as a water treatement engineer 
(main territory Egypt and has an MBA, and 8 years 
experience of running her own consultancy for SMEs 
in corporate identity and human resources. 

Lucy Leiper Lucy is a Research Development Advisor at the 
University of Aberdeen. Having completed her PhD in 
Molecular Endocrinology, from the University of 
Aberdeen in 2001, Lucy worked as a Postdoctoral 
Researcher in the University for 5 years, before taking 
up her post. 

Lucy is involved with offering students a number of 
different training opportunities within Aberdeen 
University.  

Heather Wallace Heather Wallace (neé Moyes) graduated in 
Biochemistry (2i) from the University of Glasgow and 
moved to Aberdeen to undertake a PhD, sponsored 
by the MRC, under the supervision of Professor 
Hamish Keir. Dr Wallace continued her studies in 



polyamine metabolism through both MRC and CRC 
postdoctoral fellowships, before being appointed the 
Wellcome Lecturer in Clinical Pharmacology in the 
Department of Therapeutics and Clinical 
Pharmacology. Later that year she was appointed a 
"New Blood" lecturer in Molecular Pharmacology 
(now Biomedical Sciences). Dr Wallace was awarded a 
University Research Fellowship and was then 
appointed Senior Lecturer. Dr Wallace is currently a 
Deputy Chairman of the Biochemical Journal having 
been an editor for 7 years. 

Heather is the Chair of the Industrial Liaison Group 
(ILG) involved in connecting academia with the 
pharmaceutical and biotechnology industry and is a 
Deputy Director of the Kosterlitz Centre for 
Therapeutics which aims to facilitate scientific 
excellence and innovation in the discovery of new 
medicines. 

Dr Wallace is currently General Secretary of the BTS 
and is member of the Biochemical Society Council and 
Executive. She chairs the Specialty Advisory 
Committee (Toxicology) and is the UK CPD Advisor for 
Toxicology for the Royal College of Pathologists. She is 
also an evaluator and an assessor for the European 
Commission. Heather was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal College of Pathologists in 2004 and a Fellow of 
the British Toxicology Society in 2005.  She is also a 
European Registered Toxicologist and a member of 
the UK Register of Toxicologists 

Rosie Beales RCUK Rosie holds a post with the Research Careers and 
Diversity unit for Research Councils UK, with 
represents the MRC, PPARC, EPSRC, BBSRC, CCLRC, 
ESRC, Arts and Humanities Research Council and 
Natural Environment Research council. 

RCUK seeks to address: the supply of scientists and 
engineers and, diversity within the scientific research 
workforce –particularly increasing the involvement of 
women and ethnic minority groups in science and its 
governance. 
It also helps to ensure that the best potential 
researchers are attracted into research careers. To 
help universities to improve the quality of their 
research training and improve the employability of 
early stage researchers. 

Heather Doran Heather is a PhD student at the University of 
Aberdeen. Her PhD is Molecular Biology and 
Pharmacology based. Having studied Molecular 
Biology and Biochemistry with a year in Industry at 



Durham University, she then went on to work in 
research and development in the consumer goods 
industry for 12 months. 

Heather is passionate about science communication 
and is involved in lots of different activities that are 
available through the University and through being a 
PhD student. She regularly writes for her blog on the 
jobs.ac.uk website and is the editor of the AU Science 
magazine published within the University of 
Aberdeen. 

Chris Speed Chris Speed is a research active designer working 
within the field of Digital Architecture, Human 
Geography and Social Computing developing new 
forms of spatial practice that transform our 
experience of the built environment. He is a Reader in 
Digital Architecture across the Schools of Architecture 
and Landscape Architecture at the Edinburgh College 
of Art, where he teaches undergraduate, masters and 
supervises PhD students 

Chris has sustained a critical enquiry into how digital 
technology can engage with the field of architecture 
through shows, publications and events including: 
V01D exhibition and edited book 2001, Catalogue 
exhibition and Arts Council digital teachers pack 2002, 
IBEAM Fonts by Architects exhibition 2003 and CD-
Rom, and Out of Scale exhibition 2004. Chris is also 
deeply involved in the conceptual and practical 
development of a series of applied digital 
architectural projects including: Arch-OS - Operating 
Systems for Architecture (www.arch-os.com) at the 
University of Plymouth, a infrastructure to stream 
social, network and environmental data to the 
internet, and the Centre for Sustainable Futures 
Green Screen (2007-08), a 50m2 LED matrix located 
within an atria window of a large urban building. 

He has a fostered a relationship with HP Labs, Bristol, 
to support the student use of their MediaScape 
platform, and is a collaborator on a web based spatial 
/ acoustic archive using GPS technologies with 
University of Colorado, Boulder; Politecnico di Torino, 
Italy; University of Brescia, Italy. These relationships 
have supported seminars and practice based projects 
with his own students and collaborative workshops 
with other institutions such as the Bartlett and the 
Hyperbody Centre at the Technical University of Delft. 

Lee Kennedy  Prof Lee Kennedy researches endocrinology, diabetes 
and obesity and is based in Australia. Currently based 

http://www.arch-os.com/


at Deakin University, Lee has also worked at James 
Cook University  

Phil Hannaford After graduating from the University of Aberdeen in 
1981 with MBChB, Professor Hannaford trained for 
general practice in Sheffield.  This was followed by a 
period of research training and experience as a part-
time research fellow and Principal in general practice, 
before making research his full-time career in 1992.  
He was Director of the Royal College of General 
Practitioners’ (RCGP) Manchester Research Unit for 
three years before moving back to Aberdeen in 1997 
when he took up the NHS Grampian Chair of Primary 
Care. Part of the remit of this post is to foster and 
develop research within the primary care community 
in Grampian. 

Professor Hannaford was appointed a Vice- Principal 
for Research and Knowledge Exchange in July 2011, 
with particular responsibility for research strategy 
and the University’s preparations for the Research 
Excellence Framework (REF) 2014. In May 2010 he 
received the RCGP Foundation Council Award for 
services to the RCGP. 

Outside commitments includes work for: the World 
Health Organisation, as member of the RHR/HRP 
Research Project Review Panel and member of the 
Guideline Steering Group for WHO’s Evidence-based 
Contraceptive Guidelines; Cancer Research UK, as 
chair of its Population Research Committee; and 
member of the REF Subpanel 2 (Public Health, Health 
Services and Primary Care). 

Steven Campbell Steven Campbell is a PhD student in the Surface 
Chemistry and Catalysis group at the University of 
Aberdeen. Steven has extensive experience in 
teaching, tutoring and demonstrating throughout the 
course of his PhD. 

Heather Morgan Heather joined the University of Aberdeen ‘s HSRU in 
February 2012 following submission of her PhD thesis, 
entitled 'A gendered exploration of the relationship 
between sex/gender and crime/deviance using an 
illustrative case study in CCTV,' after four years of 
doctoral research undertaken at the School of Social 
Science, University of Aberdeen, where she holds an 
honorary Research Fellowship, affiliation with the 
Centre for Gender Studies and membership of the 
Interdisciplinary Approaches to Violence (IDAV) 
programme.  



Heather has studied at the University of Aberdeen 
since 2001 and received her first degree in Law - 
Minor in French Language - (LLB (Hons)) in 2005, a 
CertHE in Gender Studies and Philosophy in 2006 and 
a Masters degree in Social Research (MRes) in 2007. 
She was awarded Fellowship of the Higher Education 
Academy (FHEA) in 2011. 

Heather has taught on undergraduate programmes in 
Gender Studies, Sociology and Health Studies in both 
the School of Social Science and the School of 
Medicine and Dentistry. 

Barbara Fennell Barbara Fennell wrote her doctorate on Comparative 
Germanic Syntax. Her current research interests 
comprise: Sociolinguistics, Linguistics, Syntax, 
Language and Identity, National, Regional and Ethnic 
Varieties of Language, Sociolinguistic History of 
English and German,  Discourse Analysis/Critical 
Language Study, Modality and Reported Speech.  
Publications: A History of English: A Sociolinguistic 
Approach (2001); Language, Literature and the 
Negotiation of Identity: Foreign Worker German in 
the Federal Republic of Germany (1997).  She has 
written numerous papers on these research topics 
and is presently working on a book on Language and 
Colonialism. 

Barbara has worked as an honorary research fellow 
with Trinity College, Dublin University and as a senior 
lecturer in Language and Linguistics at the University 
of Aberdeen. Barbara has recently become a 
Professor of Language and Linguistics. 

Kim Templeton and Actors Kim Templeton runs a local group for actors seeking 
work in Aberdeen and will be working with the 
organising committee to create a script of a mock viva 
scenario, to deliver to the delegates at the 
conference. 

Erin Hardee Erin is the STEM Programmes Manager at Dundee 
Science Centre and is responsible for training many 
Scottish students in Science Communication. STEM 
encourages people to become involved in extra-
curricular activities such as STEM clubs, Career days 
and visits. It provides young scientists with the chance 
to communicate science to children in schools and 
helps encourage their participation in science. 

Erin completed a B.A. in French and Francophone 
studies from UCLA in 2004, and an MSc Outdoor 
Environmental and Sustainability Education in 2010.  
Previously, Erin has worked as an educational 



assistant and a family programmes assistant manager 
and is therefore able to provide experience on how 
best to deliver science to a variety of ages. 

Elizabeth Dumbell Elizabeth works for Skills Development Scotland and 
has vast experience in delivering training aimed at 
improving the skills of Scotland’s people. Sessions 
centre around learning, careers and core skills. 

UCU UCU will deliver a workshop session on the second 
day of the conference. 

Ursula Weiss Ursula Weiss is a senior editor of Nature (Biology) and 
is responsible for the areas of immunology and 
virology. She holds a PhD from Baylor College of 
London and has completed postdoctoral work in 
genetics at Cologne University. 

Andy Porter Professor Porter was one of the founding academics 
and Research Director of Remedios Ltd - Scottish 
biotechnology company of the year in 2000. He was 
awarded a Royal Society of Edinburgh 
commercialisation fellowship in Biotechnology in the 
same year. In 2002 he was the founding academic of 
new antibody engineering company, Haptogen Ltd, 
which specialises in the isolation of antibodies to 
novel therapeutic targets. Haptogen has other 
interests in liver disease, obesity and 
bioterrorism/biowarfare. In 2005 Professor Porter 
was named the Ernst and Young Plc, Scottish Science 
and Technology Entrepreneur of the Year. In 2006, 
Professor Porter was made a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh 

Professor Porter has expertise in the development of 
both antibody and whole cell based biosensors and in 
particular the isolation of genetically modified 
antibodies specific for small molecules such as drugs, 
bio-toxins, cell signalling molecules and pollutants. 

 

Vitae Vitae is the UK organisation championing the 
personal, professional and career development of 
doctoral researchers and research staff in higher 
education institutions and research institutes. 

 

Fiona Godsman Fiona is CEO of the Scottish Institute for Enterprise 
(SIE), the national organisation for promoting and 
supporting enterprise and entrepreneurship in 



Scotland's universities. Her role at SIE involves 
managing the activities of the team, and ensuring that 
SIE’s activities remain relevant, effective and 
supportive to both student entrepreneurs and 
academic staff. She serves on a number of 
committees related to enterprise and 
entrepreneurship education, and is a member of the 
Entrepreneurial Exchange and the Institute of 
Directors, ensuring that the organisation plays a vital 
connecting role between academia and business 
within Scotland’s entrepreneurial ecosystem. 
 
Prior to her role at SIE, Fiona founded a life sciences 
marketing consultancy, Kelados, utilising her 18 years 
of sales, marketing and business development 
experience in the pharmaceutical and biotechnology 
industries. Fiona has held senior global positions in 
both small and large organisations, including Q-One 
Biotech, BioReliance and Invitrogen. She also has 
several years of research and laboratory experience.  
 
Fiona is still an active participant in 
biotech/bioscience communities. She is a founding 
member of Nexxus, the Scottish bioscience network, 
headed up the organisation during its expansion, and 
still serves as vice-chair on the steering committee. 
She has been actively involved in organising several 
international life sciences conferences. She also 
served on the Bioindustry Association steering group 
in Scotland for eight years. 

Peter Fantom/Careers Service The University of Aberdeen Careers service will 
deliver a workshop session on the second day of the 
conference. 

Matei Boloborea Matei obtained his first degree in Cellular Biology and 
Physiology from the Pierre and Marie Curie Paris 6 
University (France) in 2004. After this he started a 
Master degree in Physiology and Physiopathology 
specialized in Neuroscience at the same University. To 
complete the Master degree in 2006, Matei spent 
about six months at McGill University at the Montreal 
Neurological Institute (Canada). The same year he 
obtained a Marie Curie PhD fellowship to work on the 
seasonal brain plasticity in hamster.  

 
In 2010, Matei has been awarded with a PhD in 
Neuroscience and Neurobiology from the School of 
Veterinary Medicine Hannover (Germany) in joint 
tutelage  with the University of Strasbourg (France). 
The same year Matei was appointed as a postdoctoral 



researcher at the University of Aberdeen, the Rowett 
Institute, to work on the thyroid hormones and the 
tanycytes. In early 2012, Matei was awarded with an 
MRC grant as a named researcher fellow to develop 
his work on the tanycytes and to use his molecular 
biology knowledge to create optogenetic tools to first 
describe the neural network involved in the body 
weight and feeding in rodents. 

Derek Colquhoun Professor Colquhoun has been involved in researching 
Health Promoting Schools over many years  and has 
published and presented widely on the topic. Derek 
was the Victorian representative on the National 
Executive for the Australian Health Promoting Schools 
Association for several years. He has led significant 
multi-disciplinary and interprofessional research 
grants from the National Health and Medical 
Research Council the Australian Research Council, the 
Victorian Health Promotion Foundation, the 
Telematics Trust, the National Professional 
Development Programme, and the National College 
for School Leadership, and the Esmee Fairbairn 
Foundation in the UK. 

he has led evaluations of Healthy School Award 
Schemes in Liverpool and Devon in the UK and also 
during his time at the University of Hull in the UK he 
led the Food, Health and Education Research Group 
(FHEd) which were invited to present their findings 
to the Rudd Centre for Food Policy and Obesity at Yale 
University, Jonkoping University in Sweden, the 
Danish University of Education, Deakin and 
Queensland Universities in Australia, Otago University 
in New Zealand, Cardiff University, and the University 
of Dundee. In addition, the group have presented 
their research in Barcelona, Jonkoping, Lisbon, Bonn, 
Maastricht, Amsterdam, and Milan and have recently 
completed researching case studies and the 
relationship between education and health in Poland, 
Italy, Sweden, Germany and Cyprus. 

Professor Colquhoun has been an expert reviewer for 
the European Framework 7 Research Programme for 
the strand ‘Farm to Fork’. The FHEd Research Group 
hosted a three day trans-disciplinary workshop on the 
relationship between children’s health and learning 
which was attended by academics, practitioners and 
policy makers from around the globe. The FHEd 
Research Group was nominated by the University of 
Hull for a Queen’s Anniversary Trust Award and in 
2007 the Group won the Vice Chancellor’s Prize for 



 

In addition, the Principal of the University, Prof. Ian Diamond, and the Director of the Rowett 

Institute of Nutrition and Health, Prof. Peter Morgan, will make the opening and closing addresses. 

 

their service to children’s nutrition. Professor 
Colquhoun is a member of the Research and Strategy 
Group for SHE (Schools for Health in Europe) and has 
recently run workshops for Cypriot Primary School 
teachers on Healthy Eating. 


